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PL 338: Enlightenment and Revolution 
 
  
Course Description:  According to Aristotle, the primary theme of ancient pre-Socratic 
philosophy was the discovery and discussion of Nature.  Subsequently, a set of 
questions emerged regarding the relationship between Nature and political things.  
Specifically, Plato portrays Socrates as inquiring into whether political things are 
natural and, if so, to what extent.  Similarly, Socrates raises the question of whether the 
laws, and even justice itself, have their roots in something other than mere convention.  
Classical political philosophy suggests that the laws must be “according to nature,” and 
especially according to the nature of man, if they are to be good.  This course explores 
the modern responses to the classical explanations of law and nature, particularly the 
modern discussion of natural right and convention.   
 
 
 
HOW TO CONTACT ME: 
 
Office:    Hinkle Hall 203 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:00pm – 2:15pm 
  Thursday 1:00pm – 2:15pm (or by appointment) 
 
Phone:    745-3668 
E-mail:    frankel@xavier.edu 
Departmental Secretary:    Linda Loomis  745-3821 
Mailbox: You can leave messages for me in my mailbox in Hinkle.    
Requirements:  PPP and Philosophy majors only. 
 
 
Required Texts:    Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan 
Benedict Spinoza, Theological-Political Treatise 
          Political Treatise 
    John Locke, Second Treatise on Government  
  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse 
      
 
Schedule: 
 
Date   Topic/Assignment   
August 26  Introduction: Philosophy, Politics, and the Public? 
August 28  Hobbes, Leviathan, Aubrey’s Biography and Preface 
 
September 1  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 1-3: Motion and Rest 
September 3  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 4-6: Desire and Fear 
September 8  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 7-12: Power  
September 10 Hobbes, Leviathan, chapter 13-14: The State of Nature 
September 15  No Class  
September 17  Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 15: Peace 
September 22  Spinoza, Theological-Political Treatise; chs. Preface-2: The    
   Theological-Political Problem 
September 24 Spinoza, TPT; chapters 3-5: The purpose of the State 
September 29 Spinoza, TPT; chapters 16-18: natural right  
 
October 1  Spinoza, TPT; chapters 19-20: Freedom 
October 6  PAPER DUE; Spinoza, Political Treatise;  
   chs. 1-2: Philosophy and Politics  
October 8  FALL HOLIDAY: NO CLASS 
October 13  Spinoza, Political Treatise; chapters 3-5: Natural Law 
October 15  Spinoza, Political Treatise; chapters 3-5: Natural Law 
October 20  Spinoza, Political Treatise; chapter 11: Democracy 
October 22  MIDTERM EXAM 
October 27  John Locke, Second Treatise; chapters 1-3: State of Nature    
October 29  John Locke, Second Treatise; chapters 4-9: Ends of Government 
 
November 3  John Locke, Second Treatise; chapters 10-13: Limits of Power 
November 5  John Locke, Second Treatise; chapters 14-16: Legitimate Violence 
November 10 John Locke, Second Treatise; chapters 17-18: Tyranny  
November 12  John Locke, Second Treatise;  chapter 19: Revolution 
November 17  PAPER DUE Rousseau, Second Discourse; Dedication, Preface 
November 19  Rousseau, Second Discourse;  Part I: natural vs. artificial 
November 24 Rousseau, Second Discourse;  Part I: natural man 
November 26  Thanksgiving: No Classes 
  
December 1  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse; Part I: morality in nature 
December 3  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse; Part II: first communities  
December 8  Rousseau, Second Discourse;  Part II: origins of inequality 
December 10  Conclusion 
 
December 15:         FINAL EXAM, 10:30am-12:20pm 
 
GRADING:  
 
Two papers, 20% and 25% respectively 
Midterm Exam = 20% 
Final Exam = 20% 
One page papers =3%, 3%, 4% = 10% 
Class Participation = 5% 
 
Due Dates for 1 page papers: 
Paper #1: due between September 2 – September 23 
Paper #2: due between October 2 – November 13 
Paper #3: due between November 20 – December 11 
 
Attendance Policy: 
 
Attendance is extremely important, since class presentations and discussions allow us to review 
difficult material, to answer questions about assignments and papers, and to articulate and 
develop new ideas.   If you must miss class, arrange for a study partner to take notes for you.  
You can also contact me if you need help in retrieving what you've missed. 
 
Will Attendance affect your grade? 
 
Yes! You are allowed one unexcused absence, after which your final grade will drop three 
grade points for each unexcused absence.   
You are allowed three excused absences, after which your final grade will drop three grade 
points for each unexcused absence.  You must have a note from a doctor or student affairs 
to qualify for an excused absence. 
 
Make-up of the Final Exam will be permitted only if the absence was due to a serious illness or 
another documented problem. 
 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism: 
 
 
A good definition of plagiarism and cheating can be found in the Xavier University’s Policies 
and Regulations at: http://www.xu.edu/registrar/ugrd_policies.html#Academic%20honesty   
You should consult this statement as well as: 
http://www.xavier.edu/library/xututor/plagiarism/definition.cfm 
for more information.  In general, cheating means using another's words or work as your own 
and results (at the very least) in a failing grade.  If you are in dire straits regarding a paper or 
exam, see me for help rather than risk the embarrassment of getting caught as well as a failing 
grade. 
 
